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Gmrgto Vigna 1s an artist who says that Nation<1I Geographic is hts 
bcst fnend, and that hc gains his inspiration Jrorn folk art, His 
p1eces, shaped tn papier mache ·and worn on the body, are even 
capable of m.iking sounds. One seerns to hear the $uunrl of waves at 
thc beach. thc sound of mo\'t11g sand. I am ltstentng 1ntently. 
,\lthough thcsc sounds, onl:v heard when the atr 1s clear, are not 
\'1gna's bastarci ultramodern design. and although thev give une a 
feeling of mudernism and f ash,on. thev are not the lat ter. Indeed, h1s 
wurk is nut simplv one frame !rom a flow of scenes, rather, 11 sprouts 
up out ol the ground, takes root, spreads br,mches, and forms a trunk. 
Il is born of an abundant environment and is roott·d in the earth. Al 
times I! hcs close lo water, at tirnes by the side of the road. and al 
times tn the dosest position tu the sun. 

1\lt hough Vigna is currently regarded as being .i sculptor and 
.1ewelry designer, he was ongmallv a multiarttst. A native of Verona. 
he began lus artistic career in l 972 al lhe age of sc1·enteen as a 
costume de·igner. art stage director. and actor He then entered the 
Damus ,\c,1demy, an ari u1111·ersity 111 Verona, but soon qu11, feeling 
thai therc was nothmg tu be learned there Studying by himself in 
a vancty of areas, he chose tu base his education on his own expen 
ence, Rather than d1rect his expressron toward the campus, hc chose 
tu depart in search of things steeped 111 everyday !ife. 

Alter a penod uf performing vanous experiments and discO\·ering 
new creative techrnques in furniture design. cloth, and marble pattern 
Chma-patnting. he began Jewelry design in 1985. His work was not. 
howevt•r. something which was an auxiliary tu clothmg. lt took the 
form of moving objects, things which needed a surrounding scene 
with a1r, light. wmd and water. They could become a 5ymbol capable 

"Sassi a Spasso" 17)7-?Trrhtl.f:;;31v::;,,. . .,--c-::"\'17)I'f::;t·::-3:,., 
(90~ 11 /l, 1'7 1)7'•;-t(Cl-.:.yl~-C) 

uf spcaking for a leadmg actor 
Vigna did the accessory design for "The Belly of an Arch1tect", 

thc Cannes Film Festival award wmner d1rected bv the talented 
English director. Peter Greenwich. 

"That was really an mteresting job. The costume destgner of 
the movie w1s looking for some ~µec1al Jewelry, and by chance he 
happencd to see my work somewhcre. Ile showed 1t to Peter, who 
wa:., without a doubt, very impressed by iL My work 1s rather 
u111que, you know. So what happened? He had nude women wear 
my Jlwelry. It formed an important symbol in the mo1·ie. I really 
hke th1s kind of harmonizat1011 of creative act11·it v: 1t's very sattsfymg. 
I could be certam t hat Peter truly understands my work." 

Alter that. top rnodels wearing Vigna's works in piace of clothing 
adorned the pages of Italy Vogue and many olher fashion magazmes. 

"I !armony" th1s is also an unportant theme 111 Vigna's work . 
\\ 1th a large 0 parkling eve which bnms with cunosity. he is always in 
search ol harmony. \Vhile he mamtams that through his !ife no one 
h,13 mfluenced 1nm, he has learned much frorn nature. In addition, he 
11',L deeplv inspired by outdoor operas performed every summer in hts 
hom(;[own of Verona. That which transpired in the arena under the 
light ol the rnoon was nothmg other than a harmornzatwn of human 
powcr and nature. That opera stage was quite likely the begmning 
potnt for Vigna. 

"lntu1t1on ts the sole source of my creat1\'ity. When I am m the 
proce5s of bringmg forth something new. I am overcome by a kind of 
cottlrolltng energy which leads me forward based on pure feelmg." In 
no way opposing the flow of nature. Vigna laps 1t as a divine source 
ol energy causmg h1s creations to surge forth in ever greater volume. 
He says that "abundance'' can be fe!t, for example, in the tranquilitv 
of thmgs thrown away on the side of the road. in the tranquility of 
1 htngs wh1ch at iirst qlance appear IO have no value. 

Since auturnn of the year before last, Vigna has been workmg on 
"Sassi a Spasso" (''Strolltng Rocks") wh1ch is based on a rock mottf. 
His rocks. which at first seem an 1111age of weight, suddenly become 
ltght when touched. They seem ready lo dance about. 10 bounce off 
the ground. The rocks then go out for a stroll. They become 
objects which attach themselves to walls ,md iron bars. and with 
magnets tu become brooches, They split in t wo and become jewel 
buxes. and wrap themselves around arms. They gather 111 severa! 
groups, and form new objects. Ali of these unexpected and origmal 
rdeas anse from a single medium, 

Recently, the rocks also go strolling by the seashore. They are 
eroded by salt water and seaweed, and bring forth new comparnons. 
These works may quile posstbl) be an ovcrall surnmat1on of Vigna's 
creatt\'e output unttl now, !t will be very interestmg to see what his 
vt!ality and creative power will g1ve nse to next. 

"A spini whtch is free and liberateci will alwavs give birth to new 
1 hmgs, and e1·en if another person has already done that thing or n 
resembles something else. as long as tt truly arose from within 
oneself. 1t has onginality and will someday become one·s own, Japan 
does not bave a long history of wearing western clothmg, yel there are 
outstandmg des1gners in thts country Their initial work may hal'e 
seemcd to be a copv of someone else's work, but they bave now 
become top dcstgners. · 

\'1gna has no interest in fashion and no 111tent1on of followmg 1t 
yet he is fully aware that his work occupres a pos1tion wh1ch 1s close 
lo thai of iash1011. However. as he dcmonatrates by raising the 
example of Issei Miyake, his work ts not done as a fashion designer. 
but as a creator. 

Revealing h1s adrntratton for the J,1panese designer, Miyake, 
Vigna states: "Jt would be vcry nice to work with Issei Miyake in thc 
nt>ar future .. ," His intention is to continue to aggressively create 
pteces based on a theme, and then hold exh1bitions of the new work. 

Featuring the rock theme for his third year, Vigna held an 
cxhib1t1011 from February through Decernber of last year (1990) 1n 
Bologna \\'e can now look forward lo the next theme of this artts!. 
who calls up fragmenls of memories from our chtldhood. 

Il 






